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AUTISM  POLICY

What is Autism?

Autism has only been identified as a condition since 1943 when Leo Kanner 

published his landmark paper.  Some of the defining features of ‘Kanner’s 

Syndrome’ were:


(a) A profound autistic withdrawal.


(b) An obsessive desire for sameness.


(c) A good rote memory.


(d) Language without real communicative intent.


(e) 0ver-sensitivity to stimuli.


(f) Activities characterised by the rigid performance of set routines.

For a number of years research based on Kenner’s original definition continued in order to find a set of behavioural characteristics that could be used as a basis for a diagnosis of autism.

In 1979 Wing and Gould, researching with a group of socially impaired children, found that they also had two other sets of impairments which together formed a 

cluster of features that provided the diagnostic criteria for autism.  These features became known as Wing’s “Triad of Impairments”.  These impairments are:-

1.
Social  

Impaired, deviant and extremely delayed social development - especially interpersonal development.  The variation may be from ‘autistic aloofness’ to ‘active but odd’ characteristics.

2.
Language and Communication
Impaired and deviant language and communication - verbal and non-verbal.

3.
Thought and Behaviour
Rigidity of thought and behaviour and impoverished imagination.  Ritualistic  behaviour, reliance on routines, extreme delay or absence of ‘pretend play’.

This broad classification of autism, based on the triad of impairments was described by Wing as ‘The Autistic Continuum’ (1988) and later ‘The Autistic Spectrum’ (1996).  This introduces the concept of a range of manifestations of the same fundamental disorder.

Autism, then, is a relatively ‘new’ diagnosis although the disorder itself has probably always existed.  A great deal has been learned about the syndrome over the last decades but much still remains to be understood.  We must use current  knowledge of the nature of autism when considering the type of educational provision that should be provided for children with this diagnosis.

Policy Aims

1. To provide education for pupils with autism in a happy, safe, stimulating and caring environment.
2. To offer broad, balanced and relevant curricula which will be subject to regular and continuous review and will include the National Curriculum, differentiated in order that progression, continuity and achievement can be experienced.
3. The curriculum should reflect the needs of pupils with autism taking  into account their specific impairments in the areas of language and communication, social awareness and imagination.
4. To provide pupils with opportunities and experiences to develop appropriate social skills, e.g. residential visits, day trips, local visits.
5. To maintain an appropriate ratio of staff to pupils.  Teaching should be on an individual basis or in small groups to ensure that pupils receive an education appropriate to their needs.
6. To provide an education in an environment where pupils with autism are not segregated into units but are integrated with children with a variety of learning difficulties in order that their communication skills can be encouraged and used.
7. To encourage pupils to develop positive and appropriate coping strategies when dealing with their behaviour and autism.
8. To develop mutual respect and trust between staff and pupils, encouraged by positive approaches to behaviour management.
9. To work co-operatively with parents/carers to meet the needs of each pupil.  Links with parents should include:-



Daily/Weekly Reports



Informal/Formal Visits



Annual Review/Reports



Setting of termly I.E.P. targets



Telephone calls



Literature/In Formation.
10. To raise awareness of autism and make available to other schools the expertise developed at Coppice.
11. To offer support, advice and relevant published information to parents who require it.
12. To buy a selection of leaflets/pamphlets/books where the problems of autism are simply explained and which can be loaned to parents.
13. To join the National Autistic Society.
14. To provide on-going staff development and training to ensure that eventually all staff are suitably qualified with the most up-to-date and relevant qualifications.






Coppice School








PAGE  
3

