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Introduction.

At Coppice School  we welcome parents/carers to involve themselves in the education of their son or daughter. 

We try to operate an ‘open door’ policy as much as is practicable, we want all parents and carers to feel welcome when they come to Coppice, but we need to ensure a professional approach that does not affect the education of all of our pupils or cause unnecessary disruption.

There are several routes that we use to work with parents and carers:-

· Communication - Home/school diaries/Telephone calls.

· Formal meetings

· Open forums

· Parent/Carers Group

· Parent/Carers training

· Behavioural support

· Parent/Carers volunteers

· Crisis meetings

Communication

All pupils have a home/school diary. This diary is for all staff/parents/carers to communicate with each other.

Parents/carers receive an IEP from school  every term following IEP evenings. This outlines the targets the child will focus on in school and offers the opportunity for parents to help to consolidate the learning. 

A complete IEP evaluation is sent home at the end of term with a reply slip attached for parents/carers to sign and add any comments that they may have..

The ‘P’ level scores are sent home annually to reflect pupils progress in basic skills and PSHE and citizenship.

Letters are sent home to inform parents and carers of forthcoming activities and trips.

Formal Meetings

Coppice operate a series of formal meetings. The annual review meeting for parents/carers and professionals takes place on the anniversary of the statement.

Parent/Carers Volunteers

Parent/carers volunteers are welcome at Coppice and are extremely beneficial to some activities that require a high level of supervision e.g. swimming, sporting events.
We actively seek parental/carers support for reading with individual pupils and, at times, for support in the classrooms. 

We do not place parent/carers volunteers in the same class or area as their child. There are times when we have too many offers of help and have to limit the number of volunteers at any one time otherwise we just have too many adults in the classroom.

Crisis Meetings

Occasionally we have to deal with situations that are more unusual and that require immediate attention. At such times we at Coppice endeavour to offer support to the family from our limited resources and always involve other relevant agencies.

Fortunately crisis meetings are not the norm because of the raft of support that we offer to parents and carers as described above.  

We try to operate an ‘open door’ policy as much as is practicable, we want all parents and carers to feel welcome when they come to Coppice, but we need to ensure a professional approach that does not adversely affect the education of all of our pupils or cause unnecessary disruption.

Therefore we ask that:-

· Parents/carers should make an appointment or accept an invitation to visit Coppice. This applies to formal meetings eg annual reviews, etc.

· Parents/carers should sign in on arrival either in school  and wait in the designated area until staff are ready for the meeting.

· Parents/carers should not go straight down to classrooms as it can disrupt lessons.

· The staff rooms are not available for parents/carers, we will provide tea or coffee in the meeting rooms.

· When collecting pupils for medical appointments on site or outside of Coppice the class staff will be told of your arrival and the pupil brought to you, again to avoid disruption to the lesson.
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